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Historical Record

1488

1546

Masachika Togashi, a feudal lord of Kaga was

conquered by the Ikko Sect Buddhist farmers

Kanazawa Gobo, a branch of Kyoto's

Honganji Temple, was established

Kanazawa Gobo was destroyed by General Morimasa Sakuma
Toshiie Maeda made a triumphal entry into Oyama Castle
Takezawa Villa was completed with attached garden, Kenrokuen
Postal service was started

Kanazawa municipal system was enacted

Population of the city estimated at 94,209

First City Council meeting was held

The municipal crest was established

Kanazawa's first railroad began service

Kanazawa Electric Power Company started to supply power
Telephone service was started

Kanazawa Electric and Gas Company started to supply gas
Cable cars started running

City Hall was completed on Hirosaka Street

The first city festival was held

Municipal Hospital opened

Kanazawa Municipal Library opened

Kanazawa Broadcasting Company (JOJK) started broadcasting
Water service was established

Kanazawa Arts and Crafts School opened

Kanazawa city fire station head office opened

Kanazawa University opened

The First Hyakumangoku Festival was held

Sister-city affiliation was established with Buffalo, USA
Biggest snow fall ever recorded by the Kanazawa
Meteorological Observatory (181 cm)

Central Wholesale Market was completed

Sister-city affiliations were established with Irkutsk, Russia,

and Port Allegre, Brazil

Cable car service was stopped

The plum tree was designated the tree of Kanazawa
Sister-city affiliation was established with Ghent, Belgium
Sister-city affiliation was established with Nancy, France
Hokuriku Expressway (West Kanazawa—Komatsu) opened
The Citizens' Charter was established

Sister-city affiliation was established with Suzhou, China
Utatsuyama Traditional Crafts Workshop opened
Kanazawa University began to move

Kanazawa declared a middle-sized metropolis and given
increased self-governing power

Kanazawa Sister City Park opened

Kigoyama Astronomical Observation Center opened
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One of the Origins of Kanazawa

It is believed that during olden times, specks of gold were washed in a stream near
the present site of Kenrokuen Garden. This is the origin of the name Kanazawa,
meaning "marsh of gold."

Characteristics and Uniqueness
of Kanazawa

Kanazawa is flanked by the Japan Sea to the west and
mountains to the east. At the center of the city's
expansive downtown area sits the ruins of Kanazawa
Castle. The Sai-gawa and Asano-gawa Rivers, along
with a network of winding waterways, flow through
the city, one on each side of the center of town.
Kanazawa is blessed with beautiful scenery, from the
grassy riverbanks to green landscaping on the
grounds of temples.

At the center of the city is the famous Kenrokuen
Garden, known as one of the three most beauriful
gardens in Japan. During each season, the garden has
its own unique beauty: flowering blossoms (plum,
cherry, azalea and iris) from spring to summer; red
and yellow leaves in autumn; and in winter,
umbrella-like straw rope and bamboo supports called
yuki-tsuri adorn the trees, protecting them from the
heavy snow.

Having been spared from war damage, in Kanazawa
there are many historical areas that still remain today.
A traditional, relaxing atmosphere, where the lives of
citizens can be felt, is preserved in these areas of
Kanazawa. Both sides of the picturesque narrow
streets in the Samurai House District are lined with
tile-roofed, earthen walls. And the traditional houses
in the Chaya Districts (old-fashioned entertainment
districts) feature attractive lattice-covered doors.
Visitors can get a first-hand impression of modern
life in these elegant historical districts.

Harmony between Historical
Preservation and Development

While many historically-rich areas, with rows of tradi-
tional houses and buildings, still remain in Kanazawa,
it is also a prospering, growing city. Properly
preserving the historical areas of town demands equal
consideration of corresponding development issues.
By identifying historical preservation areas, to be
distinguished from designated modern-development
areas, Kanazawa ensures the success of both areas,
cach serving different yet valuable functions in
creating a harmonized, charming city.

Making Kanazawa a World City

In 1996, Kanazawa enacted a plan, called the World
City Concept. This concept provides a set of goals for
enriching the city, in areas of learning, culture, nature,
traditional environment, welfare and community.
Through polishing up these areas of city policy,
Kanazawa, even as a small city, aims to share its
uniqueness with the rest of the world.

Dynamic Industries

Since feudal times, the textile industry and related
industries, such as machinery, have been very success-
ful in Kanazawa. Among the numerous companies
with factories in Kanazawa, many are small- and mid-
sized firms, many of which are succeeding in fields in
which larger industries are not participating. Recent-
ly, instead of textile machinery, electronic machinery
and machine tool production is increasing in Kanazawa.
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Time-Honored Traditional Arts and Crafts

The Maeda family, leaders of Kanazawa during feudal times,
made great efforts, particularly in promoting learning, perform-
ing arts, and crafts. Due to these cultural policies, a unique tra-
ditional culture took shape in Kanazawa. Traditional perfor-
mances of Noh drama, Japanese music and dance, as well as the
tea ceremony remain popular today in Kanazawa. Among
traditional crafts which have successfully been handed down
through the ages are Kaga Yuzen silk dyeing, Kanazawa gold
leaf, Japanese lacquerware, inlaid meral work, Kutani pottery,
Ohi pottery, and mizuhiki cord decorations. The rich tradi-
tional culture in Kanazawa fosters a deep sensitivity in the
towns people and enhances their lifestyles. Kanazawa is work-
ing to preserve these traditional arts and crafts by fostering the
creation of new culture, as well as talented arts and crafts peo-
ple. Kanazawa aims to enhance the charm of its precious
cultural treasures that are worthy of admiration both
domestically and overseas.

Blessed with Local Flavor

Kanazawa is well-known for its refined, local cooking. The
elegant uniqueness of Kaga cuisine comes from the abundant
seafood and mountain products available year round, as well as
the complementary use of fine traditional Japanese lacquerware
and pottery. During the annual winter festival "Foodopia
Kanazawa," the nation's gourmets are charmed by Kanazawa's
delectable crab, shrimp, and Japanese rice wine.

In addition, various kinds of Japanese sweets are renowned in
Kanazawa both for their appearance and taste. It is said that
these sweets, available for every occasion, capture the essence of
the four seasons with their unique shapes and beautiful colors.
These sweets originated from the tea ceremony, a practice
which has flourished in Kanazawa since olden times.

Learning: Accumulation and Cooperation
between Information and Knowledge

It is said that over the ages the Kaga region has been built into
a learning center. Since feudal times, education and research
has flourished, bringing excellent scholars, one after another, to
this area. There are 14 institutions of higher education locat-
ed, in a loop, around the city. Taking advantage of this
academically-rich atmosphere, many research institutes,
symposiums and educational meetings draw Japanese and
international scholars to Kanazawa. Through these activities,
the people of Kanazawa gain a greater appreciation for their
town and a renewed sense of independence.

Heart-Warming Community
Welfare and Education

Historically, people in Kanazawa care for and help one another.
Community centers, volunteer fire departments, Zenrinkan
(institutions where community welfare activities are held), and
the holding of traditional events play an active role in
strengthening community-building. Through these various
activities, community consciousness among its citizens has been
fostered since olden times. Thus, in Kanazawa, citizens work
together to make welfare and education a strong component of
each community.
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ZmMH Himuro Day

Annual Events in Kanazawa

( January 1-3 New Year's (Shogatsu)

" A festival to welcome the new calendar year. Round rice cakes are displayed in each

household as an offering to the gods. To pray for good luck for the new year, people also
make their first visic of the new year to a shrine (called hatsumode).

First Sunday (except for 1st three days) in January Kagatobi Dezomeshiki
- Named Kagarobi, firefighters hired by the Kaga Clan in the former capital city of Edo

( ‘became known for their unique uniforms and fantastic techniques. Since the Meiji
— Period, the firefighters from Kanazawa, as successors of the original Kagatobi, have

P

continued this tradition by performing their agile fire-fighting methods. Nowadays, as an
expression of their fire-fighting spirit, all the local firefighters gather on the banks of the
Sai-gawa River and perform gymnastics atop ladders and spray water on each other
clothed in nothing but a loincloth.

January 15 Sagicho

On this day, the New Year's decorations and characters written at Kakizome, the first
picture or calligraphy written in the year (held on January 2), are burned at shrines in
order to advance the art of calligraphy.

February 3or4 Setsubun

At private households, roasted beans are thrown by the handful while shouting, "Demons
out! Good luck in!" And, in order to insure a year filled with good health and fortune,
people eat beans, the same number as their age.

March 3 Doll's Festival (Hina-matsuri)
Also known as Girl's Festival or the Feast of the Chrysanthemum. This festival celebrates
the maturity of girls. On this day, hina dolls are displayed in the houses where young
girls live. The dolls (15) are displayed on seven levels, and in addition to the king, queen,
and servants, furniture and flowers are displayed. In Kanazawa, hina dolls are displayed
_on April 3, in accordance with the lunar calendar. Also, kinkato, a colorful sugar-based
~ sweet shaped into fish, grapes and other edible delights, is displayed along with the dolls.

mid April Cherry Blossom Viewing (Hanami)

In ancient Japan, people packed food and drink and went to the country to view the
plum blossoms, but nowadays people enjoy drinking and feasting while admiring the
cherry blossoms. Today people gather in Kenrokuen Garden and along the banks of the
Sai-gawa River to continue this tradition.

May 5 Children's Day

Also known as Boy's Festival or Feast of the Irises, this holiday is the counterpart of the
Girl's Festival in March. Samurai dolls and streamers shaped like carp are displayed, and
chimaki (sweets made from sticky rice flour) are eaten on Children's Day. In order to
protect themselves from evil, people add the leaves of iris plants to the bath water.

June 1 Koromogae

The changing of clothing according to the seasons. Nowadays, school and police officers’
dress changes to summer dress, or short sleeves on this day, and returns to winter dress, or
long sleeves on October 1.

Second Weekend in June Hyakumangoku Festival

This three-day festival commemorates the day that the Kaga Lord Toshiie Maeda entered
Kanazawa Castle. A parade with warriors and volunteer firemen is held on Saturday.
Other featured events include Noh drama, performing arts, and setting Kaga Yuzen
lanterns afloat on the Asano-gawa River.

July 1 Himuro Day

According to the lunar calendar, this day marks the day that frozen snow from Kanazawa
was delivered to the shogun in Edo, the former capital of Japan. Today, the storage house
in which the snow was preserved can be seen in the Yuwaku region of Kanazawa. White,
pink, and green himuro manju (buns filled with bean paste) are eaten on this day to insure
health and happiness.

&, BiFH  Ritual dance with a lion mask at a Fall Festival

July7 Tanabata

This festival celebrates the once a year meeting of the stars of lovers, Vega, a weaver, and
Altair, a cowherder. Poems and wishes are written on strips of paper of five colors and are
hung on young bamboo branches. It is said that these wishes will come true.

middle of July Mushi okuri

A festival to honor and then eradicate insects that harm the rice crop. Farmers walk
through their rice fields playing taiko drums and waving taimatsu, a burning pine branch,
in order to attract the insects. All of the farmers gather with their taimatsu and burn the
insects that have been attracted to the light of the fire.

4th weekend in July Sanno Akuma Barai

A summer festival held at the Ono Hiyoshi-jinja Shrine in the Ono-machi area of
Kanazawa. People wrap their heads with cloth and wear masks representing tengu (a
long-nosed goblin), evil spirits, and old men while parading around town to ward off evil.

First Sunday in August (and the two preceding days) Kanaiwa Port Festival
At this festival that takes place in the Kanaiwa region of Kanazawa, large floats and taiko
drums are wheeled around town.

August 13-16  Obon

Obon is observed to greet and honor the spirits of dead ancestors. In Kanazawa, Shinbon,
an early observance of this holiday, is observed on July 15. People take paper memorial
lanterns called kiriko, flowers, and incense as offerings to their ancestors' graves. Special
dances for obon are performed by townspeople in each local area.

mid-September through October  Fall Festivals

A festival held to thank the gods for a bountiful harvest and to request a plentiful harvest
for the coming year. Straw-rope decorations are hung at shrines, and purple, curtain-like
cloths are hung at the entrance of private homes.

beginning of November Yuki-tsuri

A process using rope and bamboo stakes to protect and support trees and bushes
during the heavy snowfall of winter. Yuki-tsuri can be seen in Kenrokuen Garden
annually starting on November 1.

November 15 Seven-Five-Three Festival

A custom of visiting the local shrine to celebrate and thank the gods for the healthy
maturation of children. Boys participate at three and five years old and girls when they are
three and seven, but these ages vary from area to area.

December 22 Toji
The day with the shortest period of daylight in a year. In Kanazawa, people eat pumpkin
boiled with adzuki beans to prevent palsy.

December 28 Mochi Pounding
Individual households and rice stores pound steamed rice into cakes (mochi) for the New
Year cuisine.

December 31 Oharae
A ritual held at shrines on June 30 and December 31 to rid people and their households
of impurities that have built up over the past six months.

December 31 New Year's Eve Bell

On New Year's Eve, the bell at all temples is rung 108 times to get rid of the 108 earthly
desires. The bell is rung 107 times on New Year's Eve, and the 108th ring is rung after
midnight.
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City Hall and Municipal Emblem, with the first character
of Kanazawa inside a ume flower.

City Declarations @
@ Declaration of World Peace City September 26, 1957
@ Declaration of Traffic Safety City March 15, 1962

QROPHES (1974. 6.12 HEiR) @ Declaration of Green City June 12, 1974

QOFEMBHES (1985.12.215R) @ Declaration of Peaceful City December 21, 1985

OEHMHES (1992. 3.23 &&iR) @ Declaration of Scenic City March 23, 1992 .
QHATITEMHES (1995. 9.26 i&iR) @ Declaration of World Crafts City  September 26, 1995 L, )
QREMHES (1998. 3.26 FEiR) @ Declaration of Environmental City March 26, 1998 '
£ R DHIE (20005) Outline of Kanazawa City (as of the year 2000)

© THDFELE «-eeveveeeeene 18894 © Declared a City in -+ 1889

o AO - -453,975 A © Population =--«++eeeeeeeseeeees 453,975 people

O mif - 467.77kn © AREE; wwrevrrrsrarnarrnsnssecsns 467.77 ki

© FIOA wooomrmmmmmnnmnans B © Tree of Kanazawa ==+ Ume Tree

&RHDT—% Data of Kanazawa City

@ AO10,000 A& 7=V &abtERI%L ---5.37 (HAEE 1 £1) @ Number of financial institutions per 10,000 people 5.37 (1st in Japan)

@ESHLERE -oooreevrmmesmnersenseunsens 98% (A& 141) @ Production of gold leaf - -««+werrerrmrmenrnnnneenes 98% (1st in Japan)

Q@ FRIRENKE --oooovermrrnereeees 2,654mm (AAEE 241) @ Annual Precipitation::««-«s sreerrereneirenennens 2,654mm (2nd in Japan)

@ A10000 A& 7=V BEREL - 741 (BAE 34D @ Number of places of business per 10,000 people 741(3rd in Japan)

@1 ABIZYEEENEHR - 34.1m (B2 4 41) @ Average living space per person-««««.sss--seeeeees 34.1m (4th in Japan)

O7Rk—ALR— - -http://www.city kanazawa.ishikawa.jp/



Outline of Kanazawa City and Sister Cities
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Irkutsk, Russia Suzhou, China
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Buffalo, The United States
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Ghent, Belgium
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Nancy, France
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Port Allegre, Brazil
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Sea of Japan
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