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CITY OUTLINE

Kanazawa is the capital of ishikawa Prefecture and the political, economic, and cultural cennter of the Hokuriku District.
Flowing through the city between Kanazawa’s three main hills are the Sai-gawa and Asano-gawa rivers. At the edge of the
central hill, Kodatsuno hill, lies the remnants of Kanazawa Castle and Kenrokuen Garden, which is designated one of the
three most beautiful gardens in Japan. Kanazawa is rich in history, traditional culture and entertainment. The city has not
suffered any war damage in its four hundred-year history, traditional culture amd entertainment. The city has not suffered
any wardamage in its four hundred-year history, and its prosperity as a castle town was represented by the wealth of feudal
lords who had a million-koku (one koku being five bushels) of rice. These factors have allowed for the preservation of
Kanazawa’s old architecture, characterized by its old houses and earthen walls around the samurai district.

In 1871, after elimination of the feudal clan system, Kanazawa came to be known as Kanazawa City. Following the
establishment of a municipal administration in 1889, Kanazawa merged with surrounding towns and villages on numerous
occasions. In 1989, Kanazawa City welcomed its 100th annivarsary. Then, in April of 1995, the city was declared
a middle-sized metropolis and is expected to develop further in keeping with this new status.

In december of 1994, ‘Kanazawa world City Concept’ was introduced to promote a city which can proudly display its
unique qualities on an international stage in spite of its relatively small population. Kanazawa’s cooperating with cities
both in Japan and abroad will help it to achieve this goal and to provide a more comfortable environment for its citizens.
To help realize the Concept, the ‘Kanazawa New Basic Plan’ for ten years was introduced in 1996. This plan will help
further goals of the Concept, developing a city that is worthy of Kanazawa’s status as a middle-sized metropolis at the
center of the Japan sea coast and Japan Sea Rim Interchange Zone. Specific projects underway to modernize the city
include development in the Kanazawa Station area, movement of Kanazawa University (Stage 2), development in Kanazawa
Station West sub-center, redevelopment of the downtown area, and construction of belt roads as backbones
of the city which will alleviate traffic congestion in the city center. Kanazawa strives to maintain a harmonic
balance between this modern development and the preservation of its rich culture.
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TOWN PLANNING

Since land is limited resource, Kanazawa limits disorderly urbanization, invests efficiently, and considers the needs of agriculture
when fixing its long term plans. It has set town planning zone with land designated for minimal development and land
designated for urban development.

Urbanized areas are further divided into 12 divisions in order to ensure a good urban balance with the appropriate
arrangement of residential, commercial, and industrial areas.
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URBAN REDEVELOPMENT
Urban redevelopment is mtroduced under the philosophy ‘harmony -
of development and preservation.” The most concentrated commerical - VBEBIVAEICS . HIBOREE R E R —EDNV—VES 2 A ZEEREHN
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This setting brings Kanazawa's citizens special colors and
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N 4« relaxations with each new season.

l ﬁlR"“ E Li{b [Zg 3] %% i/ﬂ%ﬂﬂ i@l:%ff'*%%ﬁ' To preserve this precious traditional culture and form a

sEFat modern city landscape in keeping with the natural envi-
ronment. The ‘Regulation Towards the Preservation of
Tradiotionasl Environments and the Formation Beautiful
Landscapes in Kanazawa was enacted in 1989 .
Within Kanazawa’s city landscape, the historical narrow
winding streets and old houses are known as Komachlaml
‘traditional environment preservation areas, and in
order to maintain their unique atmosphere the Regulatlon
Towards Kanazawa Komachinami Preservation’ was
' enacted in 1994.
= In addition to regulations focused on architectural
I i’ﬂ:’,[z E-I.@ g structures, the Reg%lanon Towards Kanazawa Irrig-
ation Channel Preservation’ was enacted in 1996
) to maintain the irrigation channels as historical
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central city axis. It connects the older urban area at the eastern o ——— = ;

part of the station - an area which has been the center of e f ij PR TN E‘ 42 0

Kanazawa Castle town since the Edo era - and the new, - - — =
continually - developing area at the western part of the station. A ok Mes A
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PARKS

Parks and green areas are built according to the master plan. Kanazawa
preserves precious river beds, increases green in privately-owned
land, and fosters appreciation for nature in the minds of the citizens.
Citizens joinin this project to create and maintain green.
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DRAINAGE SYSTEM

A municipal drainage system began in 1962 and since then its
area has been aggressively expanded to prevent public pollution
and improve the water quality of rivers, irrigation channels, and

lakes. It helps achieve a hygienic and comfortable living enviro-
nment.
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Roads in the city area are an integral part of the daily
life and activities of Kanazawa’s citizens.

In order to alleviate traffic jams and cope with traffic
over a wide area, Kanazawa is equipped with belt roads
located within the inner, central and outer regions of the city.
From the heart of Kanazawa, belt roads link with radial
roads, and both are further linked to the city’s main routes.
With the construction of these routes, including the
special design of the outer belt roads, Kanazawa is on its
way to establishing an all-around, fully equipped traffic
system.
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LAND READJUSTMENT PROJECTS

Kanazawa City is aggressively introducing land improve-
ment planning with the redevelopment of public facilities
and land zoned for housing.

As aresult, around 41 % of areas designated for nrbanization
have been reconstructed to make the most efficient use
of the land. This level is very high by Japanese standards.
At present, Kanazawa Station Western Zone and East
Plaza of the Station are being improved by municipal
government, while 16 other zones are handled by private
associations.



